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DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 

Event Report 

 

Place of visit: Khijadiya Bird sanctuary, Statue of Unity and Sasan Gir National park, 

Gujarat 

Date of visit: 21st February 2020 to 25th February 2020 

No. of Participants: 20 

 

Objectives of the visit:  

Educational Tours for students provide them with an opportunity to collaborate with teachers, 

and integrate new perspectives with informal environments to enhance learning initiatives. 

Among the many educational tour benefits, skill development is the most important. In order to 

meet several educational tour objectives, students need to apply skills, values and general 

knowledge in new settings. 

● Effective Learning 

● Personal Development 

● Enhances Perspective 

● Effective Communication 

● Deepen Social Knowledge 

 

About the visit:  

Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary is a bird sanctuary located in Jamnagar district of Gujarat, India. About 

300 species of migratory birds have been recorded here. One can find both sea and shore birds. 

Every year over a hundred migratory bird species visit here to feed. In winter the sanctuary 

provides is a panorama of both migratory and resident birds like the Grey hypocolius, Forest 

wagtail, Grey-necked bunting, Black-headed bunting, Greylag goose, European roller, black-

necked stork, Great white pelican, Dalmatian pelican, Lesser flamingo, Greater flamingo, great 

crested grebe, shikra, Indian spotted eagle, black ibis, Blue-cheeked bee-eater, Barn 

swallow, Crested lark, Isabelline shrike, black-winged kite, brahminy kite, pheasant-tailed 

jacana, great thick-knee, common greenshank, grey francolin, imperial eagle, little tern, black-

tailed godwit, knob-billed duck, common crane, common teal, dunlin, garganey, Gadwall, marsh 

harrier, northern pintail, shoveler, Whistling ducks, Eurasian wigeon, pale 

harrier, demoiselle, cormorants and darters. Among the other wildlife found here are blue 

bull, jackal, wolf, jungle cat, mongoose, Indian hare and snakes.  

All the types of nests can be seen here, the ones on trees, on ground and floating nests on water. 

Varieties of ducks make floating nests. For instance, the black-necked storks, which are not found 

easily anywhere in India, are found here in abundance. 

According to reports available, at least 257 to 300 types of migratory birds visit the Khijadiya Bird 

Sanctuary. The noted Indian ornithologist, Salim Ali when visited the sanctuary in 1984 and he 

reportedly sighted 104 species on a single day. 
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Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is a forest, national park, and wildlife 

sanctuary near Talala Gir in Gujarat, India. The count of 2,375 distinct fauna species of Gir 

includes about 38 species of mammals, around 300 species of birds, 37 species of reptiles and 

more than 2,000 species of insects. The carnivores group mainly comprises the Asiatic lion, Indian 

leopard, jungle cat, striped hyena, golden jackal, Bengal fox, Indian gray mongoose, ruddy 

mongoose, and honey badger. Asiatic wildcat and rusty-spotted cat occur, but are rarely seen. 

The main herbivores of Gir are chital, nilgai, sambar, four-horned antelope, chinkara and wild 

boar. Blackbucks from the surrounding area are sometimes seen in the sanctuary. Among the 

smaller mammals, porcupine and hare are common, but the pangolin is rare. The reptiles are 

represented by the mugger crocodile, Indian cobra, tortoise and monitor lizard which inhabit the 

sanctuary's bodies of water. Snakes are found in the bush and forest. Pythons are sighted at 

times along the stream banks. Gir has been used by the Gujarat State Forest Department which 

formed the Indian Crocodile Conservation Project in 1977 and released close to 1000 marsh 

crocodiles into Lake Kamaleshwar and other small bodies of water in and around Gir. The 

plentiful avifauna population has more than 300 species of birds, most of which are resident. 

The scavenger group of birds has 6 recorded species of vultures. Some of the typical species of 

Gir include crested serpent eagle, endangered Bonelli's eagle, changeable hawk-eagle, brown 

fish owl, Indian eagle-owl, rock bush-quail, Indian peafowl, brown-capped pygmy 

woodpecker, black-headed oriole, crested treeswift and Indian pitta.  

What students learned during the visit:  

 Students were energized by the excitement and anticipation of leaving the college 

environment. 

 The transportation to and from the site was a pleasant open-social time. 

 Students got the opportunity to see new things and learn about them in a more 

unstructured way. 

 Students got the opportunity to determine what they learn and how they learn it. Said 

differently, student learning can be interest-driven, not teacher and curriculum driven 

 Students experienced a more holistic, integrated picture of the information that, in the 

classroom, may have only been presented in a textual and abstract way. 

 

 

 

           
                Seema Deshmukh 

                H.O.D. of Zoology 
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